
A plan to support, diversify, and expand 
Michigan’s forest products industry.



Markets
Forest products industry  
can be the centerpiece of 
Michigan’s green economy.
Pure Michigan, let’s add the value here.

Wood products create revenue today and can 
provide climate benefits by storing carbon.

Partnerships
Research on industry  
identified needs— 
similar to project GREEEN.
Industry-University-Government partnerships 
have been successful for agricultural 
commodities in Michigan.

Established partnerships can effectively leverage 
additional federal and private investments.  

In April 2013, Gov. Snyder’s Forest Products  
Summit identified five goals over a five year span:

• Increase the economic impact of forest products from 
$14 billion in 2010 to $20 billion by 2018

• Increase export of value-added products by 50%

• Increase forest products-related careers by 10%

• Support existing industry

• Encourage regionally based industry development

REFORGE Michigan is a plan to support, diversify, 
and expand forest products industries. As a result of 
discussions with key stakeholders in industry, academia 
and government, MiFBI is proposing a program modeled 
on Michigan agriculture’s successful Project GREEEN 
(Generating Research & Extension to meet Economic & 

Environmental Needs). Each year, Project GREEEN’s 
steering committee awards $3-5 million in grants to 
further research and extension projects in Michigan.

Through REFORGE, forest-based industries will have 
a similar opportunity to attain industry-university- 
government collaboration to grow Michigan’s economy. 
Researchers and extension specialists can quickly and 
powerfully address existing and emerging challenges 
to growth.

REFORGE Michigan will leverage federal funding 
in forest biomaterials. Like Project GREEEN, which 
has seen a return on investment of hundreds of millions 
of dollars, REFORGE Michigan will capitalize on 
Michigan’s world-class universities and underutilized 
natural resources to bring federal and private research 

Forest products contribute $14 billion to Michigan’s economy, employing  
over 75,000 Michiganders. We can grow and diversify the industry further. 

TOTAL TIMBERLAND
(millions of acres)

Wisconsin vs.     Michigan

TAX PAYMENTS
(millions of dollars)

37

23

SALES VOLUME
(billions of dollars)

3.3

1.9

# OF FACILITIES

25

17
16.7

19

SOURCE: American Wood Council



Regions
Focus on industry growth 
appropriate to Michigan’s regions.
Rural, agro-forest, and urban landscapes can 
all produce wood products.

Strategic investment in the wood products 
industry can support local communities.

Growth
Surplus in sustainably grown 
forests presents opportunity. 
Michigan forests are currently growing at 
twice the sustainable harvesting rate.

Forest utilization has and will continue to be 
compatible with recreation and tourism.

dollars to the state. With increased industry-university 
partnerships enabled by REFORGE Michigan, the state 
can emerge as a leader in forest biomaterials. Together 
we can set industry trends and aggressively compete 
for federal and other funds needed to fully realize 
and exceed the goals set by the Governor’s Forest 
Products Summit. 

REFORGE Michigan will enhance the existing 
forest products industry and create new markets 
for forest biomaterials. More than half of Michigan’s 
land area is forested. Currently, sustainably harvested 
wood is replaced by more than twice its volume in new 
growth each year, presenting an opportunity to grow 
Michigan’s green economy. Markets for forest products 
encompass a broad range of sectors including primary 
producers, secondary processers / manufacturers, 

wood-based bio-energy, novel wood fiber industries 
such as automotive and biomedical, and non-timber 
forest products such as chemicals, mushrooms, and 
pharmaceuticals. Targeted research and extension 
in traditional and new forest-based industries can 
effectively and profitably utilize forest biomaterials across 
a broad range of applications to close the $6 billion 
gap between current economic activity and the goal 
established by the Governor’s Summit.

Forest products better our environment and 
strengthen local communities. Use of biomaterials 
helps offset fossil fuel emissions and enables carbon 
sequestration in products and through sound forest 
management. Well-managed forests can provide wood 
and non-timber products as well as critical habit for 
biodiversity, clean and abundant water, and recreation, 
while increasing forest resilience to changes in climate. 
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About MiFBI
Michigan Forest  
Biomaterials Initiative
MiFBI is a broad coalition of stakeholders 
across industry, academia, and government 
dedicated to grow the state’s economy 
by expanding the use and value of forest 
biomaterials while enhancing the quality of 
local communities and our environment.

MiFBI is represented by the following 
board of directors and staff:

INTERIM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• Ed Becker 
Friction and Wear Solutions, LLC

• David DeYoe 
Resource Trends Consultant

• Jake Hayrynen  
JM Longyear

• Chris Hohnholt (Secretary)  
Michigan Technological University

• Richard Kobe   
Michigan State University

• Lori Phalen   
Michigan Association  
of Conservation Districts 

• Terry Sharik (Chair) 
Michigan Technological University

INTERIM STAFF

• Mark Rudnicki (Executive Director)  
Michigan Technological University


